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 “Exchange of Entrepreneurs” Project
Project Description
The “Exchange of Entrepreneurs” project is implemented by the Public Journalism Club (PJC, Armenia) and the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV, Turkey) within the framework the programme  “Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process” financed by the European Union. 
The project aims to enable successful interaction between entrepreneurs involved in Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), developers, designers, marketers, product managers and startup enthusiasts from Armenia and Turkey, and create new opportunities for cooperation amongst them.
The project includes a series of activities such as exchange visits, business meetings and roundtable discussions for entrepreneurs to be held in Armenia and Turkey. The activities will be focused on ICT entrepreneurial eco-systems of both countries. Delegations from both countries will visit leading IT innovation centres and engineering laboratories, and will meet leaders in the ICT spheres. 

The first stage of the project will take place in Yerevan and Gyumri, Armenia, from November 6 to November 10, 2014. А group of 20 entrepreneurs selected through an open call and including representatives of investment funds, entrepreneurs, programmers, designers and other ICT sphere representatives as well as Startup Weekend facilitators from Turkey will visit Armenia. 
Alongside with their peers in Armenia, who are also selected through an open call, they will participate in the Startup Weekend, planned to take place in Yerevan and Gyumri, November 7-9, 2014. During this weekend-long, hands-on experience established and aspiring entrepreneurs will come together to share ideas, form teams, launch startup projects, build products, demo prototypes and find out if those projects are viable. A professional jury with members from both countries and representatives of well-known companies from the Silicon Valley will select the most outstanding projects. 
The top three selected projects will be singled out during an Award Ceremony. The jury members will also include entrepreneurs involved in investment projects, which will provide the participants a unique opportunity to attract funding for their innovative ideas and receive professional consultancy. In addition, entrepreneurs and investors from the Silicon Valley and other major entrepreneurial hubs will hold master classes during the Startup Weekend event.

The Startup Weekend will be held simultaneously with Hackathon[YAN] 2014.  The HackathonYAN, a competition of innovative ideas and projects, is an initiative by the Public Journalism Club (PJC) and Microsoft Innovation Center Armenia (MIC Armenia), which is conducted in Armenia since 2011. Hackathon[YAN] 2014 will be organised by PJC, MIC Armenia in partnership with mLab ECA Regional Mobile Application Laboratory and will have a regional and international scope. The Startup Weekend, Hackathon[YAN]2014 and other related events will give the representatives of IT sector an exclusive opportunity to expand their network,  establish new connections and find investments for their projects.

The 2nd study trip will take place in December 2014. A group of 10 pre-selected entrepreneurs from Armenia will visit Turkey. The Armenian delegation will take part in Insiders’ roundtable discussion, visit leading ICT companies, innovation centres and engineering laboratories.
Participants
The exchange is designed for representatives of ICT sphere who are:

· residents of the Republic of Armenia or Turkey;
· ICT entrepreneurs, startup enthusiasts, soft developers, designers, product managers, etc.;
· able to communicate in English.
There is no age and gender limitation for participation. 
The dates and duration
Visit to Armenia and the Startup Weekend will take place from November 6th to November 10th, 2014. Visit to Turkey will take place in December, 2014 (details will be announced through a separate call). 
Financial Conditions of Participation

All the costs related to the project (travel, visa, accommodation, food) will be covered by the organisers. 

Application Procedure and Selection of Participants

All interested candidates must apply by submitting the completed application form to info@pjc.am indicating “Exchange of Entrepreneurs” in the subject line. Download our application, fill it in and return to the email address provided.
Applications must be submitted by July 31st, 2014. The selection team will maximally ensure a balance between gender, geographical regions, and different types of experiences, cultural backgrounds, organisations, institutions, projects. Applicants will be informed about the selection results by August 11th, 2014. 
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‘Exchange of Entrepreneurs’ project takes place within the framework of the programme Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process funded by the European Union
Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process 
Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process is a programme implemented by a Consortium of eight civil society organisations from both countries with the financial assistance of the European Union under the Instrument for Stability. 
The Consortium members include Civilitas Foundation (CF), Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF), Public Journalism Club (PJC), Regional Studies Center (RSC) from Armenia; and Anadolu Kültür, the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV), Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly (hCa), and Hrant Dink Foundation from Turkey.
Public Journalism Club
Public Journalism Club (PJC) was established in March 2011, in Yerevan, Armenia, unifying journalists, social media experts, and advocates around collaboration between new technologies and media. The organisation's mission is to promote freedom of expression, diversity and pluralism in Armenia developing participatory and public journalism by bridging public reporters and professional journalists, mass media and social media, IT and social sector specialists. 

During 3 years of performance PJC has managed to form a positive reputation in the field by successfully implementing a few targeted innovative, and breakthrough projects such as www.mynews.am public reporting platform and Hackathon{YAN}contest of innovative ideas, where PJC is a co-founder and co-initiator. Media Center is another accomplished project that has served for already one year to the mission of developing competent debate culture in Armenia and establishing collaborative expanding communication between civil, social, state and international sectors.

TEPAV

Established in 2004, the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey is non-partisan, non-profit think tank based in Ankara, Turkey. TEPAV team comprises of over 40 researchers and experts with academic and policy expertise and strategic consultancy skills. TEPAV generates policy advice, and builds dialogue and conflict resolution platforms to public and private sector actors in Turkey and in its region. One of TEPAV’s focus areas has been entrepreneurship eco-system development. Since 2011, TEPAV coordinated the Turkey chapter of the U.S. Department of State’s Global Entrepreneurship Program, which aims to bolster the entrepreneurship ecosystem in Turkey by increasing links with the eco-system in the United States. In 2013, TEPAV established Garaj entrepreneurship center, the first mentorship driven incubation center in Ankara, which convenes a vibrant community of innovators.

For further information, please contact 

Public Journalism Club

 Address:  Yerevan, 0002, 30 Saryan street, 2-nd floor, Armenia

Phone: +37499 755 898, +37460 505898

E-mail: info@pjc.am 

Web-site: www.pjc.am
Twitter: @pubjournclub

Facebook: http://goo.gl/cQxcMb
Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV)

Address: Söğütözü Cad. No:43 TOBB-ETÜ Yerleşkesi 2. Kısım 06560 Söğütözü – Ankara, Turkey

Phone: +90 312 292 5500 Fax: +90 312 292 5555

E-Mail: tepav@tepav.org.tr
Website: www.tepav.org.tr
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