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Exchange of Entrepreneurs (EoE): startup weekend

November 6-10

Yerevan-Gyumri, Armenia

Implemented by Public journalism club (Armenia) and TEPAV  (Turkey)   
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Press Release 
Launch of the Exchange of Entrepreneurs Project in Armenia with Participation of Enterpeneurs from Armenia and Turkey
Yerevan, 30 October, 2014. On November 6, 2014 the Public Journalism Club (Armenia) and Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV) will launch the first stage of the Exchange of Entrepreneurs project in Armenia designed to bring together entrepreneurs from Armenia and Turkey. The exchange, which takes place within the framework of the programme ‘Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process’ funded by the European Union, will include several events, visits and discussions in Yerevan and Gyumri.  
Participants of the exchange include over 60 startup entrepreneurs from Armenia and Turkey selected through an open call as well as investors, established entrepreneurs and other Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) experts from Armenia, Turkey and the U.S.
On November 6 (16:00-18:00) a Round Table discussion titled “Getting to Know ICT in Armenia and Turkey and Exploring Collaboration Opportunities” will be held at the VIP auditorium of Elite Plaza Business Hotel (Yerevan, Khorenatsi 15). Government representatives, donors, entrepreneurs, investors and other ICT experts from Armenia and Turkey will attend the discussion as speakers and guests. A Google Product Manager and a Silicon Valley based angel investor will also join the exchange. 
Throughout November 6-7 the startup entrepreneurs and delegates from Turkey and the U.S will visit ICT organizations and centers of excellence including the Armenian National Engineering Laboratories, Microsoft Innovation Center, PixArt, TUMO and others. 
The highlight of the  exchange is the Armenia-Turkey Startup Weekend, which will kick off on November 7 in Yerevan (from 17:00 to 20:00 at the Green Show Room of Elite Plaza Business Centre) and continue on  November 8-9 at Gyumri’s TechnoPark (Gyumri, Khrimyan Hayrik 7). 

Participants of the Armenia-Turkey Startup Weekend will have a chance to network and create long lasting contacts with investors and established entrepreneurs from the Silicon Valley and Google as well as investors, experts and entrepreneurs  from Turkey and Armenia. 

. 

The Startup Weekend will be held alongside the Hakathon{Yan}2014 and USAID supported Entrepreneurship Workshop. These three events have been combined under the common title of InnoWeekend. 
The results of jury deliberation will be made public at the closing ceremony of the InnoWeekend.  
The second stage of the Exchange of Entrepreneurs Project will take place in Istanbul in  December 2014. 
For inquires on project details please contact Ester Hakobyan at estherhakobyan@pjc.am and 098540804: 

Public Journalism Club. mailto: info@pjc.am  or  call + 37460 505 898. 
***
Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process is a Programme implemented by a Consortium of eight civil society organisations from both countries with the financial assistance of the European Union under the Instrument for Stability. 

The overall objective of the Programme is to promote civil society efforts towards the normalisation of relations between Turkey and Armenia and towards an open border by enhancing people-to-people contacts, expanding economic and business links, promoting cultural and educational activities and facilitating access to balanced information in both societies.

The Consortium partners include Civilitas Foundation (CF), Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF), Public Journalism Club (PJC), Regional Studies Center (RSC) from Armenia; and Anadolu Kültür, the Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV), Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly (hCa), and Hrant Dink Foundation from Turkey.

For further details on the programme, please visit www.armenia-turkey.net 
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Support to the Armenia-Turkey Normalisation Process is funded by the European Union
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